
9
Rista d Paz  Conictos

 1988-7221 | Vol. 1 | Nº 1 | 217 | pp. 9-3

Esta ora stá ajo una licncia d Crati Commons Rconociminto-NoComrcial 3. Unportd.

Fighting Stat rror and Bcoming th Stat: 
Argntina’s Human Rights Momnt rom Mass Moilization 

to Institutionalization

El comatir l trror d stado  la olución hacía un stado: 
El moiminto d los Drchos Humanos d Argntina, dsd la moilización a 

la institucionalización

K E. ,
St. Ola Collg, USA 
thalhamm@stola.du

C . B,
Unirsit o Illinois at Urana-Champaign, USA 

raniga2@illinois.du

Astract

T past dcad has sn a sismic shit in Argntin human rights actiists’ ailit to accomplish 
long-hld goals o ringing prptrators to justic and prsring th mmor o ictims o th 
Ciil-Stat dictatorship o th 197s and 198s. Toris o couragous rsistanc to injustic 
posit that all struggls or justic ring changs to th contxt, ntors and popl, hich can 
ma utur pro-social adocac mor lil. Using a arit o idnc,  assss th impact 
o narl  ars o sustaind actiism. W argu that thr ar rsulting shits in th ralms o 
1) contxt (nl cratd and modid lgal and stat institutions, cultural changs and modi-
cation o th phsical landscap), 2) rlationships tn actiists, socit and th Argntin 
stat, and 3) socialization actors that act attituds and haiors o Argntins (th as that 
th ra is rrncd, taught and mmorializd). W contnd that ach o ths nduring lgacis 
o actiism ma utur human rights atrocitis in Argntina highl unlil. Furthr,  argu 
that caus o ths normous gains, sgmnts o th momnt struggl to dn thmsls 
rlati to th stat, tring to aoid ing capturd  gornmntal intrsts and to maintain 
sucint indpndnc to ctil prssur th stat.

K Words: Argntina, human rights, Madrs d Plaza d Mao, actiism, stat trror, couragous rsist-
anc

Rsumn

La década pasada ha isto un camio sísmico n la hailidad d actiistas argntinos por los 
drchos humanos d ralizar mtas largamnt sostnidas, como las d llar ant la justicia 
a los prptradors  prsrar la mmoria d las íctimas d dictadura ciil-statal d los años 
stnta  ochnta. Las torías d courageous resistance a la injusticia postulan qu toda lucha por 
justicia produc camios n l contxto, las rds  las prsonas, los cuals pudn mjorar la 
proailidad d incidncia política prosocial para l uturo. En as a una aridad d idncia, 
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aluamos l impacto d casi  años d actiismo sostnido. Argumntamos qu ha camios 
rsultants n las sras d 1) l contxto (institucions lgals  statals nuamnt cradas  
modicadas, camios culturals  modicacions al paisaj ísico), 2) las rlacions ntr actiis-
tas, la socidad  l Estado argntino  3) actors n la socialización qu actan las actituds  
l comportaminto d argntinos (camios n las ormas d rrnciar, nsñar  conmmorar 
la época). Sostnmos qu cada uno d stos importants  duradros lgados d actiismo hac 
qu uturas atrocidads d drchos humanos n la Argntina san altamnt improals. Ad-
más, argumntamos qu, a causa d stos logros, sctors dl moiminto s dnn diícilmnt 
con rspcto al Estado, intntando itar la captura por los intrss gurnamntals  mant-
nr una indpndncia sucint para prsionar cazmnt al Estado.

Palaras clas: Argntina, Drchos Humanos, Madrs d Plaza d Mao, actiismo, trrorismo dl 
stado, courageous resistance

1. Introduction

On hundrd ars ago, thr as nithr a ord nor pnalt or gnocid; hat a stat 
did to its on citizns as an intrnal aair and ormr ladrs’ auss r tpicall 
ignord. Currnt auss in Sria, Sudan, Isral/Palstin, th DRC, and th USA dmon-
strat that human rights continu to  undr attac. Yt th trajctor o human rights 
adocac in th past hundrd ars has cratd languag, institutions, and intrnational 
norms that ha mad it possil to assrt that crtain rights ar unirsal and somtims 
hold prptrators o aus accountal. Similarl, ort ars ago thr r no ords, in-
trnational las or norms against orcd disapparanc. Auss in Argntina and th pr-
sistnt noniolnt rspons o human rights adocats ha mad norcd disapparanc 
a rcognizd part o common discours and a iolation o intrnational la. Undr its 
prious to prsidnts, th Argntin stat itsl cam an adocat or human rights, 
transorming its ormrl adrsarial rlationship to th momnt. Dspit—or prhaps 
caus o—its succsss, Argntina’s human rights momnt acd n challngs in 
rcnt ars and struggls to dn its rol in th contmporar dmocratic stting.

In this papr  argu that Argntin actiists ha changd 1) th contxt or human 
rights (including nl cratd and modid lgal and stat institutions, cultural changs 
and modication o th phsical landscap), 2) th natur o ntors and rlationships 
rlatd to human rights (spciall thos tn Argntin actiists, socit and th 
stat), and 3) man socialization actors that act attituds and haiors o Argntins 
(including changs in th as that th ra is rrncd, taught and mmorializd). W 
urthr contnd that ths changs ar an nduring and important lgac o actiism, 
hich mas utur human rights atrocitis in Argntina highl unlil, particularl 
compard to prospcts or othr stats that ha n lss cti in addrssing dar p-
riods o thir on histor. Dspit incrasd conunc o th actiists’ and th Argntin 
stat’s intrst in championing human rights, sgmnts o Argntina’s momnt acd 
n challngs, particularl in dning thmsls in rlation to th stat. A numr o 
thos ith hom  spo arnd that th ard ing co-optd  th stat and lt 
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th must maintain sucint autonom to appl continud prssur on th stat and to 
roadn socit’s ocus on human rights to includ contmporar issus, not just thos 
committd in th past. T n Macri Administration ma  changing th contxt in 
hich ths groups unction; this papr ocuss on th countr and momnt’s olution 
undr prious administrations.

2. Litratur

Rsarch on th human rights momnt in Argntina is xtnsi and has n xam-
ind through dirs disciplins, including political scinc, sociolog, cultural anthropol-
og and prormanc studis. Sinc th incption o th rsistanc to th rgim, scholars 
ha n capturd  th uniqu imagr and tactics o th momnt mad iconic  
th signatur hadscars orn  th Madrs (Mothrs) and Aulas (Grandmothrs) o 
th Plaza d Mao to signi thir rlation to thir disappard childrn and grandchil-
drn (Naarro, 21; Arditti 1999, Bonnr 28). Scholarl articls  Siin (28) 
and Bonnr (27) highlightd th xtraordinar ailit o Argntina’s momnt to r-
main rlant, salint and cti long atr th rturn to dmocrac and dspit major 
hurdls such as impunit lgislation nactd  th Alonsín and Mnm gornmnts. 
Siin is particularl cti in dtailing th lgal and political changs rought aout 
through momnt actiism. Jlin (23, 27) has dmonstratd as in hich th 
Argntin human rights momnt has consistntl ought against socital “orgtting”
 assrting that “mmor” is an inalual asst in th continuation and prsration o 
dmocrac. Faul ors documntation o and insights into th incorporation o human 
rights languag  road sctors o th Argntin pulic (213).

Our or uilds upon this prior rsarch and aims to xamin th struggl in a n 
phas o its xistnc in hich litim actiists cam closl alignd ith th stat 
and politicians during th administrations o Nstor Kirchnr and Cristina Frnándz 
d Kirchnr (23-21). Mor than tn ars atr th Kirchnrs’ succssi prsidn-
cis gan to ring unprcdntd ocus to human rights organizations, man human 
rights unctions priousl attmptd  non gornmntal organization cam insti-
tutionalizd  th stat, such as a National Da o Mmor or ruth and Justic. Tis 
papr attmpts to undrstand ho th changs sinc Argntina’s rturn to dmocrac, 
particularl throughout th Kirchnr administrations, ar prcid  thos closst to 
th ongoing momnt or human rights. It xpands on prior or ith insights rom 
actiists and practitionrs ithin gornmntal and nongornmntal organizations, ut 
dos not addrss ho th momnt is addrssing n challngs atr th lction o 
Mauricio Macri in 215.
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3. Tortical Framor

Wor on couragous rsistanc to injustic has positd that thos dciding hthr to 
ta action in th ac o human rights iolations or othr gra rongdoings must na-
igat a sris o dcision-maing crossroads. T outcom o ths dcisions ultimatl 
rsult in popl ho ar not thmsls th targts o th injustic, choosing to act as 
ithr prptrator, passi standrs or couragous rsistrs to injustic. Talhammr 
t al. (27) assrt that th rasons som popl ntuall lct couragous rsistanc 
is an intraction o thr actors: th indiidual’s prconditions (.g. traits, attituds and 
xprincs), th ntors to hich th long and thir rlationships ith othrs, and 
th roadr contxt. In short, it is ho  ar, ho  no, and th natur o our n-
ironmnt that collctil act our assssmnts o possil riss, lil impact o our 
orts, and prognosis or succss.

Figur 1, adaptd rom Talhammr, Kristina, O’Loughlin, Paula L., Glazr, Mron Prtz, Glazr, Pnina Migdal, 
McFarland, Sam, Shpla, Sharon o, Stoltzus, Nathan (27) Courageous Resistance: e Power of Ordinary People, 

N Yor, Palgra Macmillan.

In this modl, indiiduals’ prconditions ar ormd  socialization through inculca-
tion, osring othrs’ haiors, and our on xprincs. Rsulting attituds toards 
authorit, our tolranc or ar, and thos o rsponsiilit/car or a id or n uni-
rsal circl all can incras th lilihood o choosing to conront injustic. T social 
and political lins and ntors ithin hich on is locatd can also act not onl ho 
much timl inormation on rcis, ut th intrprtation o nts and possil r-
sponss, prhaps supportd  indrd spirits or othr assistanc such as rsourcs, xpr-
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tis or protction. Contxt mattrs. It is clarl asir to ta action in a trul dmocratic 
stting than in an authoritarian on. For xampl, th natur o political and judicial 
protctions, pulic support or disapproal o actiism and th possiilit o dissminating 
inormation to roadn on’s circl might ncourag or discourag taing action.

Ts actors ha priousl n usd to xplain th cration o th Argntin hu-
man rights momnt (Talhammr, t al., 27), ut ha not n usd to analz 
th contmporar stting, hr old and n gnrations o human rights adocats, 
studnts, tachrs and pulic ocials intract. Tis papr loos at th lgac o changs 
rought  momnt orts during and sinc th dictatorship. It assrts that ths ha 
roadl actd th contxt, ntors and socialization o indiiduals in as that act 
th currnt Argntin human rights miliu, maing ral progrss toards institutionaliz-
ing justic and lgal protctions, political structurs, rlation or truth and mmor so 
that th rprssion xprincd ill trul happn nunca más (nr again).

. Mthods

T authors o this papr isitd Argntina in Ma and Jun o 21. Each o us had 
studid and intractd ith th human rights communit in Bunos Airs and La Plata
priousl (on in 1992-1993; th othr, in 21). Talhammr had collctd 76 oral 
historis o actiists and othrs in 1992-3, hich allod us a snapshot o ho th rgim 
as sn and dscrid in that ra1. Branigan had conductd smi-structurd intris 
ith ducators rom such organizations as Educación  Mmoria in Bunos Airs and 
Casa d la Mmoria  la Vida in th municipalit o Moron as part o rsarch at Grinnll 
Collg in 21. In 21 Branigan and Talhammr spo ith xprts, including at 
last on mmr o ach nongornmntal human rights organizations that had unc-
tiond during th dictatorship: th Madrs (Mothrs) d Plaza d Mao, Familiars d 
Dsaparcidos  Dtnidos por Razons Políticas (Rlatis o thos Disappard and 
Dtaind or Political Rasons), Aulas (Grandmothrs) d Plaza d Mao, Cntro d 
Estudios Lgals  Socials (Cntr or Lgal and Social Studis or CELS), Moiminto 
Ecuménico por los Drchos Humanos (Ecumnical Momnt or Human Rights or 
MEDH), La Liga por los Drchos dl Homr (T Lagu or th Rights o Man), 
Asamla Prmannt por Los Drchos Humanos (Prmannt Assml or Human 
Rights), Sricio Paz  Justicia n América Latina (Pac and Justic Sric or SERPAJ) 

1. Talhammr contactd th original human rights organizations (nin, caus th Madrs group split in th 
198s) and initd an mmrs acti during th dictatorship to  intrid aout thir lis or, during 
and atr th last militar rgim. Using a smi-structurd intri protocol, sh asd aout thir xprincs, 
rol modls, attituds and rsourcs during childhood, immdiatl or th last militar junta too por, du-
ring th dictatorship and atrard. Intris rangd rom to hours to man hours in multipl isits or th 
cours o sral das. Intris r conductd in locations prrrd  th sujct (including priat homs, 
ocs and cas). A snoall tchniqu as usd to idnti additional participants, including thos not acti in 
human rights organizations. Intris r rcordd and usd to clari nots tan during th intris and 
to conrm xact ording o quots. Psudonms r usd as rquird  th Unirsit o Minnsota Human 
Sujcts in Rsarch Committ.
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and ith rprsntatis o othr currnt human rights organization (som gornmntal) 
aout thir is o human rights actiism priousl, currntl and in th utur. W 
conductd smi-structurd intris ith sasond actiists as xprts on th human 
rights momnt ho could st idnti th oling impact o th momnt on actors 
acting contmporar Argntins’ alus and attituds. W contactd th nin original 
human rights organizations ith th initation to participat and usd th snoall 
tchniqu to larn o possil xprts and init thm to participat. T St. Ola Collg 
Institutional Ri Board approd this approach and our qustions aout intri-
s’ attituds, ntors and contxt or, during and atr th dictatorship. Rcordd 
intris lastd tn on and our hours. Intris r conductd in homs, 
co shops or organizations’ ocs according to sujcts’ prrncs. W rcordd all 
intris and rcordings to supplmnt our intri nots and conrm quots. T 
condntialit agrmnt allod sujcts to choos hthr to  idntid  nam 
or psudonm or this articl.

Tis papr dos not claim to or an xhausti rprsntation o all actiists’ is o 
th momnt’s impact or to masur th dgr to hich ths changs ar cti at 
lgitimating human rights actiitis or moilizing indiiduals to ta actions conduci 
to human rights adocac. It should, hor, or gratr insight into th momnt’s 
impact and rcnt challngs.

5. Bacground

In rspons to Argntina’s rutal rcord o disapparanc, tortur, and murdr during th 
ra o th Argntin Anti Communist Allianc (197-6) and ciil-militar dictatorship 
(1976-1983), a couragous, consistnt and ultimatl succssul human rights momnt 
mrgd. As man as 3, popl r orcil disappard, clandstinl imprisond, 
torturd and murdrd  stat-sanctiond agnts. En during th hight o rprssion, 
human rights groups attmptd to ra th norcd socital silnc, instigat and 
documnt iolations, and prssur th stat to stop th injustics. Som ha argud that 
actions o th Mothrs o Plaza d Mao and th othr groups r succssul in that 
th hlpd to dlgitimiz th militar rgim and hastn its dmis (Lis, 1989). Yt, 
actiists’ cor dmand (that th stat sho that th thousands ho had n disappard 
r ali) as nr ralizd. Nor did th stat ansr th roadr qustion o thir at, 
hiding inormation aout daths through clandstin disposal o odis into rirs, th 
ocan or mass gras, and  aiding  a cod o militar silnc, hich mad th truth 
a puzzl to  painstaingl assmld in th dcads to ollo.

In th immdiat atrmath o th rgim’s collaps, initial succsss o th human 
rights groups r imprssi (including trials o Junta ladrs and cration o a truth 
commission), ut orts r soon stmid  th stat. In th ac o mor than a dozn 
coup attmpts, Raúl Alonsín, th rst post-junta prsidnt, prohiitd proscutions; his 
succssor, Carlos Mnm, pardond thos alrad conictd. B th lat 198s, no on 
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as imprisond, no inormation aout th missing as orthcoming and it appard an 
ra o impunit had gun.

On might ha xpctd that dishartnd rights adocats ould aandon th 
momnt. Instad, stacs sm to ha inspird gratr cratiit and innoation in 
th Argntin sstm and tnacious ddication  actiists to achi truth, justic and 
prsr th mmor o thos disappard. Tir orts ha rought aout imprssi 
contxtual, rlational and prsonal changs, hich  discuss lo, ut ha also ld to 
n challngs or th momnt.

6. Changs in Contxt

6.1. Political and Legal Changes

T 1983 rturn to dmocrac rought rapid changs in th rprssi contxt. Both 
o th major political partis incorporatd human rights languag into thir platorms 
and th lction o Prsidnt Raúl Alonsín as inuncd  th ndorsmnt o Argn-
tin human rights NGOs. Alonsín’s administration put on trial junta commandrs, th 
rst-r trial o ormr ladrs ithin thir on justic sstm or crims against human-
it. Comisión Nacional sor la Dsaparición d Prsonas (CONADEP), th stat-ap-
pointd truth commission, instigatd th human rights crims committd undr th 
militar rgim and pulishd its ndings as Nunca Más, a groundraing domstic and 
intrnational stsllr. Both o ths triumphs r hail assistd  orts o human 
rights groups, hich had documntd disapparancs and compild idnc throughout 
th dictatorship.

Othr proscutions r also undra, ut human rights progrss lurchd acards 
as unrst in th arracs shoo dmocratic ladrship. Prsidnt Alonsín implmntd 
ans on proscutions o militar (th las o Du Odinc in 198 and Full Stop in 
1986). Pardons o junta ladrs  Prsidnt Mnm in 199 and his ocus on rcon-
ciliation and “moing orard,” rathr than pursuing justic, dgradd prospcts or 
proscuting rights iolations, uncoring th truth or prsring th mmor o ictims 
and th circumstancs o thir daths. Dspit ths las and aild ladrship, hich 
prntd proscution through domstic courts or almost 2 ars, Argntina’s human 
rights NGOs tnaciousl pursud lgal justic. As Siin (28) contnds, in th midst 
o th rutal dictatorship and during th ostacl-lld ars that ollod, Argntina’s 
human rights groups r innoati in important as, man o hich ha n m-
ulatd in othr aras and national contxts. According to Alicia Piatti, lilong human 
rights actiist and i o on o th disappard, “T Madrs ar a smol in man 
placs, including Arica. T ord ‘disappard’ is unirsal—th or o th Madrs, 
th triumph o thir or.” [2]

Argntins r th rst to organiz as mothrs and grandmothrs on hal o human 
rights. Actiists introducd th trminolog o disapparanc oth domsticall and thn 
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intrnationall. Folloing th rturn to dmocrac, th Aulas usd n tchnologis, 
stalishd through collaoration ith intrnationals xprts and ornsic anthropolo-
gists, to stalish lood-and DNA-ans to rcor idntitis o childrn disappard 
or orn in captiit, ho had n illgall adoptd  amilis slctd  th militar 
rgim. Furthr, actiists pushd th courts to allo instigation and proscution o 
idnapping o childrn as alling outsid th las that limitd proscution. In 1992, th 
stat cratd th National Commission or Right to Idntit to cntraliz th sarch or 
missing childrn. A  ars latr, hn Argntina rormd its constitution, it raisd 
intrnational tratis to th status o constitutional la. T rormd constitution also 
oligs th stat to nsur th ull protction o human rights.

Frustratd  th Full Stop and Du Odinc Las, mmrs o th human rights 
momnt, particularl CELS and sral oundrs o th Madrs Foundrs Lin, p-
titiond th Intr-Amrican Court o Human Rights to orrid th an on trials; th 
court ruld that ictims and thir amilis had a right to no hat happnd to th 
disappard. It ordrd th Argntin stat to allo “truth trials” that hlpd Argntins 
sarching or disappard rlatis to circumnaigat lgal roadlocs. B th lat 199s, 
trials r undra in La Plata and othr locals, alit ithout thrat o criminal pn-
alt. For Pdro Galíndz, onc-xild rothr o a disappard outh and ormr mmr 
o CONADEP and othr human rights orts, th trials in La Plata in 1998-99 signald a 
chang in rlations tn human rights actiists and th pulic. “Popl gan to tal. 
T sa th sparation o amil as ad; th gan to rcogniz th truth.” [3]. Rul-
ings rom th Intr-Amrican Court o Justic that ollod proclaimd that amnstis 
and pardons such as Argntina’s r incompatil ith intrnational la and thror 
inalid.

Prsidnt Néstor Kirchnr as lctd in 23. Undr his ladrship “impunit lgis-
lation” and othr stat-imposd arrirs to justic r dissold. T Argntin Congrss 
rod impunit las, hich th Argntin Suprm Court also ruld unconstitutional. 
In 26, th gornmnt gan proscuting militar and scurit ocrs—including 
a Catholic chaplain—or tortur, illgal imprisonmnt, homicid and crims against 
humanit. Proscutions continud undr Prsidnt Cristina Frnándz d Kirchnr and 
conictions no numr in th hundrds. In 26 ciil and criminal cass xpandd 
ond militar dndants and r initiatd against ormr xcutis o th Ford 
Motor Compan, and against Mrcds Bnz-Argntina and its mothr compan, Daim-
lrChrslr-US, or collaoration ith Argntin scurit ocials to dtain and tortur 
union ladrs. Mor rcntl Ldsma, a group o Argntinian major mdia onrs, r 
instigatd or cooprating in idnappings and intimidation o nsprint supplirs []. 
Sinc 28, a dral court ruling has intrprtd crims committd  stat agnts -
tn 197 and 1983 to  crims against humanit and thror not rstrictd  th 
statut o limitations. In short, arrirs to justic ha continud to all and proscutions 
to xpand.
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6.2. Changes in Physical Space

Actiists’ orts to prsr th mmor o ciil-militar dictatorship ictims ha 
ildd dramatic and sutl changs in Argntina’s phsical spac, including th cration 
o “mmor spacs”, transrring control o uildings rom th militar and crating n 
spacs or th ducation and moilization o th pulic. As Familiars mmr Alicia 
Piatti xplaind, “It is important to crat a spac or much discussion… prmannt 
discussion is good. W don’t ant to orgt and lt th militar ac.” [5]. Whr onc 
th mmor o aus had to  communicatd largl ith tmporar masurs, such 
as strt protsts, “scrachs”, grati or postrs, no -catching plaqus and glazd 
tils (baldosas) ar prmanntl installd on th strts o Bunos Airs and La Plata, to 
mar locations hr disapparancs occurrd and rgistr nams o thos tan. In th 
Plaza d Mao, hr amil mmrs o th missing and thir supportrs ha circld 
th olis at last l sinc th pa o rprssion (hn th r thratnd and 
disprsd  soldirs on horsac), th iconic hit scars o th Madrs ar paintd 
on th paing tils. Larg murals o actiists and thos disappard can also  ound 
throughout th cit, including a multi-stor painting autting th Catholic church hr 
Madrs oundrs and to supporti Frnch nuns r thmsls disappard.

An xtnsi mmorial par (Parqu d la Mmoria) is a pulic, municipal institution 
on th shors o th Río d la Plata in th cit o Bunos Airs. Cratd in 1998, this 
spac includs a Monumnt to th Victims o Stat rror (Monumnto a las Víctimas 
dl rrorismo d Estado), cord ith 3, plaqus, listing nams o all non to 
ha n assassinatd or disappard and lan tils to rprsnt thos still undocumnt-
d. T par is shapd to rprsnt an opn ound, and includs a arit o sculptur, 
an splanad that xtnds or th rir and a statu in th rir, rminding isitors o 
th man ictims thron into its atrs. A promnad along th rir uss 53 spciall 
cratd road signs to inorm isitors aout th stags o th iolnc, using clar concis
languag that tlls o th natur, radth, sourcs and impact o rprssion and socital 
rsponss to it. T stat’s ocial rsion o th caus o rprssion is mlazond on 
th par’s prmannt signag, rjcting that it as soll a militar-initiatd attmpt to 
rorganiz socit and instad prsnting it as a procss o conomic rorganization coor-
dinatd  domstic and intrnational partis, including corporations and th US Arm 
School o th Amricas. Tis chos th rsion o nts long adocatd  th human 
rights momnt. According to Garil D Mnch o th Committ or th Dns 
o Halth, Ethics and Human Rights (Comité para la Dnsa d la Salud, la Ética  los 
Drchos Humanos or CODESEDH), “Tr alas as a consnsus (in th momnt) 
that not just th militar, ut othrs including th conomicall porul, should ta 
rsponsiilit.” [7]

Similarl, a mmorial complx has rplacd hat as onc th Escula d Mcánica d 
la Armada (Naal Highr Mchanical School or ESMA), a larg campus o hitashd 



í 
Fighting State Terror and Becoming the State: Argentina’s Human Rights Movement from Mass Mobilization…18

uildings in th hart o th cit o Bunos Airs that had n usd as a militar acad-
m or gnrations. During th dictatorship it also housd a scrt dtntion, tortur and 
xcution cntr, hr an stimatd , popl r illd. In 2, Néstor Kirch-
nr ictd th militar. Atr xtnsi dat and ngotiations tn gornmntal 
groups and amil mmrs o th disappard and assassinatd, th complx as trans-
ormd into th Spac or Mmor and Human Rights (Espacio Mmoria  Drchos 
Humanos). Tis complx houss human rights and communit organizations, a musum, 
a caé, a school or outh music ducation, art gallris, th national archi or mmor 
(Archio Nacional d la Mmoria), and othr spacs or pulic nts.

As th x-ESMA dmonstrats, in addition to aras that prsr mmor, Argntina 
no aturs placs hr currnt and n gnrations o actiists can prpar and con-
triut to a cultur that rspcts human rights. During th hight o rprssion, som 
human rights groups had troul nding sa placs to mt and ocs o mor sta-
lishd groups r sarchd and documnts stoln. All ths groups no ha prmannt 
spacs, hich rang rom modst apartmnts to th multi-stor dic o th Association 
o th Mothrs o th Plaza, hich aturs a rstaurant, classrooms and ocs dcoratd 
ith sculpturs, paintings and crticats rom around th orld. Whil man o th 
human rights groups’ ocs ar almost inisil rom th strt ll, th Association o 
th Mothrs’ spac is hard to miss. A loc aa th Popular Unirsit o th Madrs 
d Plaza d Mao has its on uilding, hich sinc 2 has ord not onl phsical 
spac or political discussion, ut also an ducational ramor. In th cit o La Plata, 
th picntr o iolnc against outh in th arl das o th dictatorship, a cornr lot 
houss a statl uilding, th Proincial Commission or Mmor (Comisión Proincial 
por la Mmoria), hich aturs mting rooms, a lirar and othr srics that—among 
othr things— ar usd  ducators and tnagrs to grappl ith projcts that ma 
this histor rlant to outh.

7. Ntors: Rlationships tn Actiists, Socit and th Stat

During th dictatorship thos sarching or inormation aout th missing graduall 
ormd ntors that ould com th oundation o organizations o th actd 
(th Madrs, Aulas and Familiars). Ts organizations connctd ith othr human 
rights groups oth ithin Argntina and aroad. Within a  ars, thr r ight 
intrconnctd nongornmntal organizations oring or human rights in Argntina, 
along ith on Intrnational NGO: Amnst Intrnational. [8]. Collctil th intr-
prtd th smingl disjointd nts th had itnssd as sstmatic rprssion, hich 
th st out to instigat, documnt, puliciz and ght. A id diaspora o Argntins 
hlpd connct th domstic organizations ith othr transnational human rights groups, 
hich proidd rsourcs, inormation and xprtis and applid prssur on othr stats 
and intrgornmntal organizations that in turn could prssur th dictatorship to nd 
th rprssion (Kc and Siin, 1989).
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As th onds tn actiists ithin Argntina and across rontirs dpnd, most 
othr socital lins r shattrd  th dictatorship, hich annd political partis, 
unions and pulic mtings. T natur o th rprssion atomizd th socit, ith cit-
izns araid to trust othrs n ith th truth o th tragdis that th r nduring. 
“Victims’ amilis hid thir amil’s status in school and or,” rcalld Mnch. Sl-cn-
sorship and silnc asd in ar comind ith social ostracism o thos n marginall 
associatd ith rgim ictims. Atr hr husand as disappard on mmr o th 
Juntud Pronista (Young Pronists) d th cit ith hr daughtr, changd thir nams 
and lid in a proincial ton or ars undr th prtns that h had aandond thm. 
[9]. Popl associatd onl ith popl th lt th could trust.

T human rights organizations’ connctions to th rst o Argntin socit old 
n during th dictatorship, ith thir social marginalization (ncouragd  stat and 
consrati mdia propaganda) graduall giing a to incrasd rcognition that th 
claims th momnt mad r mor lgitimat than th “ocial stor” xpoundd  
th dictatorship. B 1979 hn th Intr-Amrican Commission on Human Rights cam 
to Argntina to gathr tstimon on auss, popl (coordinatd  th human rights 
momnt) lind up or locs to gi tstimon, dspit lgitimat ars o ongoing in-
timidation  th rgim. Whn Argntina lost th Gurra d las Malinas, or Fallands 
War, to Grat Britain in 1982, thousands o popl joind th Madrs in protst marchs 
in Plaza d Mao, th onl pulic spac that had n rgularl prid opn during th 
puniti rgim.

In th atrmath o th transition to dmocrac, human rights groups ri hld a 
position o rspct in man parts o socit. During trials o junta commandrs and pu-
lication o Nunca Más, human rights adocats r hraldd  man as th conscinc 
o Argntin socit and hug crods organizd or nts to rcall th mmor o th 
missing and clrat th ailit o citizns to onc again ha political oic. But th 
scars o ar and scrc did not hal rapidl and political actiism rmaind cautious in 
th roadr socit. Soon th solidarit o Argntina’s human rights ntor gan to 
unral.

Discord or ho closl to or ith Alonsín’s ad-ut-dmocratic gornmnt, 
hthr to us ornsic instigations, and th moralit o accpting stat rparations 
split th Madrs in to. Mmrs o th to organizations too dramaticall dirnt 
positions on irtuall all issus and cam to ha r dirnt prols in th s o th 
socit. Whil ictim rstitution pamnts and dath nts rom th stat gan to 
ord soon atr ing rcommndd  Argntina’s ruth Commission, CONADEP, 
ths prod controrsial as th r sn as rquiring amil mmrs to ha thir 
missing lod ons dclard dad and to assml idnc that as dicult to otain 
du to th militar’s rusal to cooprat. Disputs or rparations and dcisions aout 
hthr to allo or xhumation, xamination, and rturn o human rmains (ons) to 
amil mmrs also ignitd contrors so dp that it split th Madrs into to distinct 
groups, hich ha sinc that tim tan r dirnt positions toards th stat.
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Prior to th Kirchnrs’ tim in oc, th Madrs Association ld  H d Bonani
smd opposd to all stat human rights policis, sing thm as cnical dirsions rom 
th lac o ral inormation and proscutions sought  amilis. Rparations appard 
to som, such as Juanita Pargamnt o th Association, as “lood mon” as it as ord 
instad o th rturn o thir lod ons, inormation aout thir ats, or punishmnt o 
thos rsponsil or thir disapparancs [1]. In contrast, Madrs o th Foundrs’ Lin, 
such as Had Gastlu d Garcia Bula lid it st to or ith dmocraticall 
lctd ocials and to accpt hat th stat as oring—sinc th stat had don th 
harm, it should aid ictims – including amil mmrs. Tis lin o Madrs as illing 
to or ith ornsic anthropologists to do hat th had alas don: assml inor-
mation that could ansr amil mmrs’ qustions and  usd to proscut.

A ormr Madr and Aula ho no hads a human rights oundation and archi 
in La Plata rcalls:

During th dictatorship our o as clar;  all r looing or th disappard and 
or justic. With th chang in gornmnt and political ladrship, ach as looing 
at thir political alus, hich r arious colors. Som ar no criticizing othrs and 
spa as i  ar nmis. Each lin is sparat. Onc th onl ojcti as th disap-
pard—( r) political ut not partisan. [11]

In th arl ars o th rturn to dmocrac, as coup attmpts mountd and progrss 
in punishing prptrators mod acards ith th indmnit las and pardons, som 
in socit turnd against th human rights adocats, claiming thir calls or justic had 
pushd th militar too ar and r adding to th inscurit. T rhtoric o th Madrs 
ld  Bonani, hich adocatd mracing radical policis th assumd thir missing 
childrn ould ha pursud, lt that organization isolatd n rom othr parts o 
th momnt. T Mnm administration as not rcpti to adocac and smd 
particularl agr to distanc itsl rom th mor radical lmnts o th momnt, ut 
actiists prsistd and “larnd to manur ithin th limits o political spac.” [12]. 
Whil still pursuing justic, truth and mmor rlatd to th dictatorship, human rights 
groups also xtndd thir concrn or human rights to contmporar issus—ongoing 
polic rutalit toards adolscnt mn, domstic iolnc and iolations o conomic 
rights.

Or tim (and dspit th stat’s unillingnss to support orts or truth, justic 
or prsring th mmor o th rgim’s rcord or its ictims) human rights ntors 
xpandd to includ a n gnration o actiists. HIJOS (Childrn), originall a sust 
o th oung adult childrn o th disappard, ut latr including othrs mor roadl 
ictimizd  th rgim’s rutalit, connctd ith th population through incrasingl 
innoati nts. For xampl, thir Escraches rought popl into strt thatr that 
aimd to “out” torturrs and assassins ho had scapd trial. HIJOS stalishd and 
maintaind rlationships ith all th human rights NGOs, n th mor marginalizd 
Madrs, rathing n li into th momnt as its original mmrs agd and mad 
slo progrss toards truth and justic.
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Human rights succsss in th past tn ars ha urthr changd ho socit 
racts to and intracts ith thos still struggling to p human rights issus salint. 
According to on long-tim actiist, ith th trial in La Plata in 1998-9 a chang gan 
in th momnt’s connction ith th pulic. “Popl gan to rcogniz possiilitis. 
T ig political opning cam in 23, hn th childrn o th disappard gan to 
tal ith th gornmnt.” [13] T past tn ars has sn incrasingl positi intrac-
tions tn mmrs o th socit and thos associatd ith th justic procss, ut 
a numr o issus—including som scandals (.g. th handling o unds  th Popular 
Unirsit o th Madrs), has lt n som othr human rights adocats complaining 
that th momnt’s orall crdiilit has n actd. [1] T rcnt runication 
o th prsidnt o th Aulas ith th disappard grandson sh sought or 36 ars 
as an occasion or clrator ront-pag corag in all th major paprs in 21 (S 
Appndix A). Tis suggsts that mmrs o socit, stat ocials and human rights ad-
ocats incrasingl s rights claims as alid, including th right to idntit and amil 
runication. Corag o and intrst in ongoing trials has also rctd and inuncd 
pulic aarnss and prcptions o th importanc o truth, mmor and justic. On 
o th original oundrs o th Aulas rmard that n atr th rturn to dmocrac 
“non o th gornmnts initiatd a sarch or th missing childrn stoln  th stat. 
[T actd] li lind popl. No on hlpd us until this last on [Frnándz d Kirch-
nr],” said Chicha Mariani, ho is still sing th granddaughtr ho as disappard 
ith Mariani’s son and daughtr-in-la during th dictatorship. Tos sarching ha 
rcid som nancial support, sh said, and th stat has “opnd up som doors…
T Kirchnrs ha don som good things ut th ha not t opnd th militar or 
church archis. It’s an ugl thing that 35 ars latr  ar still looing or th ids.” [15]

During th Kirchnr and Frnándz d Kirchnr administrations, mmrs o th 
momnt sa th linags ithin thir momnt and in th socit as groing r 
strongr, particularl sinc th caus again rcid alidation rom th gornmnt and 
th actiists ound common purpos in th courtroom. According to Garil D Mnch:

T militar onc silncd ron. W pushd...() do so n toda, that ictims 
 sn as ictims, not as som sctors o th socit lid, as sursis ho ndd 
that ll o rprssion… Fundamntall th socit is rcoring dmocratic alus and 
proscuting crims… Youth ar (no) oring in institutions and in th stat not just to 
chang las, ut to chang attituds…. W don’t ha prolms ith dirnt groups. 
W or ith thos rom th EU and th US at tims. W tr to or ith all sctors 
o th stat ith uid dialogu. W’ on togthr a ntor and no  ar totall 
connctd.

Whil numrs cannot tll th hol stor, it is notal that hr at th nd o th 
dictatorship thr r onl nin human rights NGOs (including th to actions o 
Madrs as sparat organizations), th Instituto d Drchos Humanos - Unirsidad 
Nacional d La Plata lists 2 currnt domstic NGOs and at last nin stat (national or 
proincial) organizations ith human rights as a  componnt o thir mission. (S 
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al 1). Tis count sms lo and dos not includ at last to o th human rights 
organizations rprsntd  thos  intrid.

Yt th groing rapport tn th stat and NGOs is not unirsall accptd. T 
closnss tn H d Bonani and th Kirchnrs has ld to on lin o th Madrs 
oring pulic support or th n ladrship o th militar. Aula oundr Chicha 
Mariani nds this puzzling:

I am disorintd in this rspct. I can’t support that th ar rconciling ith th mil-
itar until th ais ar rturnd. H is aliant [couragous]. I n hr. Tis chang 
in rspct to th militar… Ho can th rconcil atr th massacr? Non o th mili-
tar has admittd anthing aout missing childrn. I don’t ant to judg, caus I don’t 
undrstand. In r on (mmr o th militar) I s th prson ho too m son and 
his amil and I can’t orgi or rconcil. [16]

7.1. State and NGO Overlap

Tr ha long n orlapping unctions o th stat and th human rights NGOs, 
ut th past tn ars ha sn ar mor action  th gornmnt, institutionalizing 
th orts that priousl had rlid on charital donations and intrnational grants 
or unding. For xampl, n or th stat gan oring on hal o ictims, hu-
man rights groups had n aiding anon ho as actd ithr dirctl or indirctl 
 rgim trror. Mnch has ord ith CODESEDH sinc its cration  MEDH 
and La Liga in 1983, ut n arlir h and othrs had ord through a local church 
to mt nds o ictims—gnral rathr than lgal--n or that dat. [i][17]. T 
NGO “ss all th amil o th missing as ictims,” Mnch rportd. “Onc this as 
r strang, no it’s accptd... Our goal is to hlp as man popl as possil. W’r 
not as rigid as othr (i.. gornmntal) organizations.” [18] Popl traumatizd  th 
stat during th dictatorship r asil r-traumatizd  thos rprsnting th stat. 
For xampl, summons dlird to itnsss at night (n or patrnit cass) od 
mmoris o lat night idnapping squads. Whn trials o torturrs r nall undra, 
itnsss or th proscution (otn ictims) r placd on th stand ithout pscho-
logical prparation, support, or n a glass o atr. During th rst proscution undr 
th Kirchnr administration,  proscution itnss Julio Jorg Lópz, as himsl dis-
appard. Clarl, itnsss ndd protction, support and guidanc to  al to pla 
thir rol in th lgal procss. T stat has incorporatd its on mchanisms or oring 
this support, hich is inning som condnc rom th pulic that th stat is on th 
sid o th common prson, not th militar or oligarch that pushd or and ntd 
rom th rprssion. “T trials on th condnc o th popl in th gornmnt. 
(T mad) a spcial lin tn th popl, hich as priousl a ron rlation-
ship,” said Pdro Galíndz, an arl human rights actiist. [19]
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8. Prconditions: Socialization to chang indiidual attituds and possil 
haiors

8.1. Changes in language and ocial narratives

On monumntal succss o th human rights momnt has n rdning th a 
in hich th tim priod, th prptrators, and th ictims ar collctil rmmrd, 
rrrd to, and ‘namd.’ Whil in por, th rgim xrtd and justid thir acts o 
iolnc through th discours o a “War against rror and Sursion”. T dictator-
ship stalishd itsl as th protctor o th nation and proclaimd its rul as “El procso 
para rorganización nacional” (T Procss or National Rorganization). En atr th 
rturn to dmocrac, th militar and th lctd gornmnt xplaind th actions o 
th past through th thor o to dmons—th ida that thr had n to sids that 
oth xrtd il. Outsid o Argntina, scholars and journalists rrrd to th iolnc 
o th ra as a “Dirt War.” Altrnatil, it as rrrd to as a ‘militar dictatorship’. o 
this da, human rights adocats ha consistntl ought against this nomnclatur. En 
during th priod o rprssion, man actiists rjctd naming it a “ar”2, assrting that 
such a trm instilld a sns that th disapparanc, tortur and murdr o thousands o 
popl r a product o a lgitimat militar actiit. Actiists insistd that thr as 
no ar: thr as no dclaration o ar and non o th ruls o ar, in particular thos 
that protct th rights o prisonrs, r osrd. Troughout th 199’s, Prsidnt 
Carlos Mnm proclaimd a national discours o “progrss through rconciliation” [2] 
and opnl criticizd human rights actiists or hindring progrss toards pac and 
dmocrac. Such criticism onl galanizd actiists to assrt a dirnt narrati aout 
th past. Actiists ha sinc succssull rappropriatd th rgim’s ocial discours 
o a “War against rror and Sursion”  naming th collcti acts o iolnc3 as,
instad, an act o “Stat rror”. Ocial curricular txts, gornmnt sits as ll as 

2. T Uppsala Conict Data Program (UCDP) dns ar as an armd conict tn socitis ith casualtis 
o or 1, in on ar. Armd insurgnts prsnt in th mid 197s r quicl datd  th n rgim, 
ut disapparancs o noncomatants continud to incras. Argntin stat rprssion during th last militar 
dictatorship as not a ar tn socitis, ut a on-sidd, intntional, and stratgic us o stat orc against 
its on socit, targting thousands o unarmd indiiduals, including unionists, apolitical tns and n inants.
3. Galtung and Höii (1971) argu that iolnc can  catgorizd our as. Francisco Jimnz Bautista (212) 
uilds on this catgorization as h stris to xplain causs o th our tps o iolnc: dirct (ral, pscholo-
gical and phsical); structural (port, rprssion, pollution, alignmnt, tc.); cultural (rom idas, norms, alus, 
tradition, tc.), and/or smolic (dmonstrations  acts or rituals that gi rcognition to dirct and structural io-
lnc). All o ths orms o iolnc r prsnt in th Argntin cas and mrit gratr scrutin. Dirct iolnc 
alon rsultd in as man as 3, illgal stat murdrs.
. Pion-Brlin (1989:1) uilds on Gurr’s or to dn stat trror as a “prmditatd, pattrnd, and instrumntal 
orm o gornmnt iolnc. It is plannd, occurs rgularl, and is intndd to induc ar through ‘corci and 
li thratning action’ (Gurr, 1986: 6)”. Tis trm mor aptl ts this cas.
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nongornmntal organizations no rr to th ra as Stat rror. T annirsar o 
th 1976 coup is no rcognizd as th National Da o Mmor or ruth and Justic.

Similarl, th momnt has slol changd th prcptions and dscriptions o ic-
tims, prptrators and human rights actiists thmsls. Victims’ idntitis as th stat 
and som human rights groups donplad political militants priousl, claims María 
Sandra Raggio o La Plata.

Until no th stat didn’t ta into account th political impact, ut th stat’s ocial 
ta on political militanc has changd. Tis is r important caus this political op-
tion has n rcord r littl. During th rprssion and in th 198s no on spo 
aout ictims as (including) mmrs o militant groups caus th didn’t ant ictims 
to  sn as haing (justid) thir imprisonmnt… T stat cland up histor… In 
th currnt political sstm  don’t ant it rconstructd th dictatorship’s a. [21]

T natur o ictimhood has also changd th discours among man in th soci-
t—particularl th oung— hich claims that looing at thos ausd  th stat or 
n including thir amilis is not sucintl ampl. In this n i, all th popl o 
Argntina surd rom th dictatorship. T impact on th conom5, cultur, and lost 
opportunitis6 ar all lgacis o th rprssion that rquir rcupration  th hol
nation. [22]

8.2. Changes in Individuals’ Political Socialization

Toris o political socialization suggst that  larn attituds and haior or 
a litim through arious mchanisms. Whil dats xist aout th dgr to hich 
mor rcnt larning trumps th alus and attituds acquird through arl larning (.g. 
hom or school), thr is a consnsus that socialization prsists throughout adulthood 
and that our prs, or xprinc, signicant political nts, and our qualit o li 
can contriut to chang (Sigl, 1989).

On a micro ll, th orts o human rights actiists to r-socializ th nxt gn-
ration is ncapsulatd in th orts o Aula Elsa Paón to chang th attituds and 
alus o th granddaughtr, Paula. Sh disappard ith hr parnts at 23 months o ag 
and as raisd  a polic amil or ight ars or ing rturnd to hr iological 
rlatis. Paón on dscrid th tough procss o inning Paula’s trust and hlping hr 
rconstruct hr on stor/idntit.

T asolut truth is that ou ha to ha aith in popl. T (th aducting am-
il) had dirnt alus. Polic had a dirnt a o liing... On da at our hous sh 
as atching V ith m and sa th Madrs marching. “T’r craz and th missing 

5. For mor on th long-trm dtrimntal impact o th conomic policis implmntd  th dictatorship s 
Vrits and Bohoslas (215).
6. On can calculat th numrs o ars o li lost (as Galtung and Höii suggstd sr as a masur o oth 
structural and dirct iolnc). According to Gron, Márquz-Grant and Janaa (215), th arag ag o th 
disappard as 25.9 ars. According to th World Ban, arag li xpctanc or Argntins in 1976 as 68.3 
ars. Tus th countr lost mor than 1.25 million ars o adult citizn contriutions to th conom and cultur 
as th dirct rsult o rgim iolnc.
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ons ar assassins,” sh said. I told hr, “I I rn’t hr ith ou I’d  marching ith 
thm and th missing ons ar our parnts.” W had to chang th discours to th ral 
stor and not th ocial stor. [23]

Modling haior and dramatic nts can  mchanisms or raligning indiidual 
alus. Tis appars to ha happnd multipl tims in Argntina. T Pronist ra and 
th six militar dictatorships in th 2 Cntur contriutd to th promotion o crtain 
inds o political alus. T ig challng or champions o human rights in th atr-
math o th last-and loodist dictatorship as to undo its lssons o passiit, sl-cn-
sorship and cnical distrust. As Hron xplains:

T conditions o this countr changd through th six militar dictatorships in th
2 Cntur. All ciil, political and conomic and cultural organizations r nonxistnt. 
All r in a stat o trror. W (human rights groups) changd this ithout iolnc. W 
nr raisd a hand against an rprssor n in r rprssi tims, ith man popl 
torturd, disappard until  1982 th last dictators had no choic ut to la and allo 
or a dmocratic sstm. [2]

Human rights actiists ha alas maintaind that thir ght or justic as a ght 
that ndd to  pulic, isil and accssil, t, it asn’t until th ginning o this 
millnnium that thir histor and struggl solidid a plac ithin pulic ducation 
(Frnándz 216). Priousl, th topic o stat trror as ithr not taught in schools 
or it as otn xplaind undr th guis o th thor o to dmons. oda, citis and 
proincs, such as Bunos Airs, ha passd lgislation mandating that all pulic schools 
tach aout stat trror ithin a human rights ramor. For xampl, in 28, th 
Cit o Bunos Airs cratd Programa Educación y Memoria (Education and Mmor), 
a program compltl ddicatd to taching aout stat trror and human rights in th
cit’s pulic schools. Undr th guidanc o Educación y Memoria, studnts as oung as 
prschool ar introducd to th notion o human rights and n participat in human 
rights actions, such as marching ith th Madrs in th Plaza d Mao. Non-gornmn-
tal organizations, such as th Prmannt Assml, ha producd curricular matrials or 
arious lls on topics rlatd to human rights, including gndr qualit, nding racism 
and xnophoia, as ll as stat trror and orcd disapparanc.

9. Sismic Shit

9.1. Legitimization to institutionalization—activists and the state today

In th roadst sns, on o th human rights momnt’s gratst succsss has n 
inning rspct and rcognition as lgitimat (and porul) social and political actors. 
During th dictatorship, th militar, church and socit trid to discrdit th human 
rights momnt  raming th ictims as trrorists and thir amil mmrs as “craz 
and disillusiond”. T rgim rrrd to th Mothrs o th Plaza d Mao as “Las Lo-
cas” (th craz omn) and dnid that orcd disapparancs r taing plac. Atr th 
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militar lt por in 1983, thr as a ri priod in hich th human rights groups 
had crdiilit and som immdiat succss in ncountring th truth and ringing jus-
tic, ut thir status as rrsd as coup attmpts mountd and actiists’ push or justic 
cam to  rintrprtd as potntiall contriuting to instailit and thror injustic. 
Dmands or “truth, mmor and justic” r dnouncd  Prsidnt Mnm and 
othrs as hindring th countr’s progrss  looing acard instad o orard.

It as not until th lction o Kirchnr in 23 that th domstic contxt or human 
rights adocac undrnt a chang and human rights nall solidid itsl ithin 
th national political agnda. Kirchnr mad it xplicitl clar that impunit politics o 
th past dcad had no lgitimac in his oc: in March o 2 h ordrd that th 
prsidntial portrait o conictd junta ladr Gnral Vidla, hich hung in th mili-
tar acadm,  rmod, stating that doing so signid a “clar nding to a rgrttal 
priod.” [25] On th sam da h announcd that th acadm complx ould com 
a mmorial to ictims. Kirchnr’s support or human rights did not stop ith smolic 
acts: h immdiatl instatd hundrds o national trials that proscutd rprssors or 
crims against humanit. Kirchnr mad it unquiocall clar that h as th political 
allianc that th human rights momnt had n aaiting. Actiist Piatti dscris 
Kirchnr’s mrac o th human rights momnt as proound and gratiing: “What 
has th impact o our or n? Rall, (it as) hn Néstor Kirchnr rachd out to 
us—caus or, it as so much struggl, and  r undamntall alon.” [26]. 
Kirchnr’s alidation o th human rights momnt mod th longtim dmands o 
th momnt rom th margins to th cntr o a political platorm and agnda. Prsi-
dnt Cristina Frnándz d Kirchnr has dpnd hr husand’s clos allianc ith th 
human rights sctor and is otntims photographd ith H d Bonani and Estla 
d Carlotto, ladrs o th Association o Madrs and th Aulas human rights groups 
rspctil.

Human Rights groups ha undoutdl nttd rom thir rcognition rom and 
allianc ith th Kirchnr gornmnt. Major lgal accomplishmnts that smd im-
possil during th Mnm ars ha n rachd. Yt, dirnt actions o th human 
rights momnt ha rspondd in dirnt as, som ith mor caution than othrs. 
H Bonani has mad clar that sh and th Association o Madrs ha an unar-
ing allgianc to Prsidnt Cristina Frnándz d Kirchnr. Bonani namd Kirchnr an 
honorar Madr and stod a smolic pañuelo or scar upon hr. In th Casa d las 
Madrs (Bonani Lin), imags o th Kirchnrs ar placd nxt to thos o th Mothrs 
and thir disappard lod ons. For H Bonani, th Kirchnrs had com an in-
dispnsal asst to hr organization’s ision.

Othr groups struggld to maintain thir autonom and indpndnc rom th 
Kirchnr prsidncis. In Jun o 21, Nora Cortinas, mmr o Mothrs o Plaza 
d Mao Founding Lin, mad it r clar that sh disapprod o th iconic hadscar 
coming a “national smol” undr that Kirchnr administration assrting that:

W sa that scar is th rsult o our rsistanc, th lo or our childrn that calld us 
to go out into th strt and on da idnti oursls to sho ho  r and that  
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r looing or our sons and daughtrs. o us, it is o our struggl, and so th disrspct 
hurt us, th lac o n a littl call caus it didn’t occur to anon to as us hat our 
opinion as on this dcision… W rus th institutionalizing o our scar. [27]

In contrast, th Asociación Madrs Plaza d Mao (Bonani Lin), unanimousl sup-
portd this proposal (latr passd  Congrss). Maria Adla Antooltz o th Madrs 
Foundrs Lin statd that in Argntina (and an othr nation) hn

“th gornmnt has dcidd to addrss human rights, th ris and dangr is that  al-
lo thm to dcid hat human rights ar… Among our human rights communit, n 
ithin Las Madrs,  s mmrs ho ar alas ith th gornmnt and  ha 
othrs ho ar alas spaing out against it, and this is halth.” [28]

1. Discussion

In this papr  ha assrtd that ongoing human-rights adocac has ildd dramatic 
changs in th socital contxt, natur o ntors, and th actors o socialization in Ar-
gntina, hich collctil pa th a or ongoing rspct or human rights. Compard 
to th immdiat atrmath o th last dictatorship, popl in Argntina ar dirnt in 
trms o thir undrstanding and alus, in trms o ho th connct (ith on anoth-
r, th stat and thos adocating human rights) and ho th ar situatd (in a contxt 
in hich rights ar supportd  th stat through institutionalizd truth, justic and 
mmor mchanisms).

Tis shit rsultd largl rom prssur applid or dcads that rodd ostacls 
posd  parts o th Argntin stat and socit. But th momnt’s impact adancd 
sismicall atr th countr’s sing to th political lt in 23. With th lction o 
Prsidnt Néstor Kirchnr, his succssor Cristina Frnándz d Kirchnr, and o a sm-
pathtic Congrss, mmrs o th momnt at last ound a gornmnt agr to pu-
licl support th NGOs. Furthr, ths gornmnts institutionalizd lgal protctions 
and phsical mmorials o human rights  mandating th us o n and xisting stat 
agncis and rsourcs to right th rongs o th dictatorship. On can s th snrg o 
ongoing NGO prssurs in this nl conduci contxt haing an impact on th as 
popl tal aout th dictatorship and its ictims, th as that phsical spac has incor-
poratd mmor, ducational matrials, and th nthusiasm ith hich post-scondar 
outh oluntaril contriut to roadr discussion aout mmor and its rlanc or 
thir on uturs.

T lgac o th momnt is idnt in such accomplishmnts as th pulishd o-
cial instigation o rutalit, trials and incarcration o prptrators or crims against 
humanit, cration o dozns o non-gornmntal and stat organizations to acilitat 
procsss o sing truth, justic and prsring mmor. It is also prsnt in th changd 
discours o th socit, hich uss th trm Ciil-Militar dictatorship and stat trror. 
Tis phrasing is a long olution rom th “Dirt War,” “Procss o National Rorganiza-
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tion,” or n militar dictatorship.7 Similarl, th ictims o rutalit no ar discussd 
in mor complt as, not as trrorists or sursis nor as apolitical innocnts, ut 
as popl ith dpth and radth, hos rans includd oth armd and noniolnt 
actiists. Incrasingl, th pain and suring o th disappard (somtims rrrd to as 
th “othring” o desaparecidos) has n transormd into a stor o collcti suring 
and haling o th nation, in hich all Argntins r ictimizd  th Ciil-Militar 
dictatorship.

W li that collctil ths changs ma Argntin socit highl unlil to 
prmit a rturn to militar dominanc or to a compromisd “rul o la” (as xistd prior 
to 23, hn th la itsl prohiitd instigations and proscutions rlatd to disap-
parancs and othr rutalit, shltring all militar rom consquncs or iolations o 
thir on constitutional prohiitions). T stat’s dismantling o ostacls to th pursuit 
o justic and its institutionalization o changs through th stat (rom curricular to 
ministrial changs) ha rsultd in n attituds in Argntina, particularl among th 
oung, in thir undrstanding o th consquncs o th dictatorship. Ts changs 
had n gradual t acclratd xponntiall ith th changd political climat sinc 
23. Mmor, hich as onc portrad as an ostacl to th countr moing orard, 
is no sn as th hicl or progrss. For xampl, Jóvenes y Memoria organizs annual 
encuentros during hich mor than tn thousand oung popl gathr annuall to shar 
projcts ting injustics o th past to contmporar challngs. T do so ithout ar 
or sl-cnsorship and in spacs conduci to such ndaors.

Whil ths changs ar admiral and ncouraging, th shit rought aout a much 
closr alignmnt o nongornmntal organizations ith th stat than had n sn 
priousl. Tis shit raiss a numr o nots o caution or thos looing to protct 
human rights long trm.

 First, thr is som dangr that th rsourcs coming rom th stat to NGOs ill 
ma organizations that ha historicall n critical o th stat dpndnt on it, 
hich ould potntiall compromis thir ailit to act indpndntl. Tis xtnds 
to on ranch o th most rnond group, Association Madrs d Plaza d Mao, 
hos prsidnt H d Bonani, pulicl supportd a nl namd had o th 
armd orcs, dspit his duious rcord during th dictatorship.

 Scond, thr is th prolm o th stat claiming crdit or progrss in achiing goals 
o truth and justic that should go almost ntirl to human rights groups. T ortl 
rights-rindl Kirchnr administration achid high-prol conictions o militar 
ocials and gan procdings against corporations that conspird ith th militar, 
ut human rights adocats claim that ths ha n accomplishd ith idnc 
gathrd and organizd  mmrs o th momnt, ithout additional supporting 
documnts or tstimon xtractd ith th por o th stat. T continuation o a 

7. Currnt Prsidnt Macri has not consistntl adhrd to th n trminolog; his using “Dirt War” to rr to 
th ra has raisd concrns aout his commitmnt to human rights.



Rista d Paz  Conictos
 1988-72211 Vol. 1 | Nº 1 | 217 | pp. 9-3 29

militar cod o silnc aout disapparancs, assassinations and aduction o childrn 
as ll as th ailur to orc opn th archis o th militar or th Catholic church 
ar sn  som as signals that n undr th Kirchnrs, th gornmnt as mor 
intrstd in rciing crdit or transorming th sstm than or actuall doing th 
hard or o uncoring mor inormation.

 Tird, th idntit o human rights organizations has n lurrd ith that o th 
stat (.g. th hit scar o th Madrs coming a national smol), hich ma  a 
stratgic appropriation that incrass th por o th stat (prhaps n atr a tran-
sition to a lss rights-rindl gornmnt) and potntiall rmos som por rom 
organizations’ hard-on idntitis as autonomous and principld groups.

 Fourth, signicant orlap tn nongornmntal groups and gornmntal agn-
cis’ unctions and prsumd clos association ma conus th pulic and lad to 
incinc, conusion and prmatur rhailitation o th stat--particularl th mil-
itar--in th s o som sgmnts o th population. With th continud cod o 
silnc, critics claim that th socit should not lt don its guard and lcom th 
militar ac into positions that normaliz thir status in th socit.

 Fith, th anit and clos association o th Kirchnrs’ gornmnts ith human 
rights organizations ma ha thratnd th rul o la. Various scandals associatd 
ith on o th human rights groups [29] appard not to  instigatd or proscut-
d in a timl mannr. In an ra hn on o th grat accomplishmnts o th past 
dcad includd th trial o gnrals, chaplains, and lo-ll mmrs o th militar 
or thir rols in th rutalit, it snds a contradictor signal i som popl appar to 
 ao th la.

 Sixth, th ongoing stat and socital ocus on th ciil and political rights auss rom 
th 197s and arl 198s, hil haing grat alu, ma ta attntion aa rom 
xpandd concptualizations o human rights and ongoing injustics, such as child 
aus, polic rutalit o currnt dtains (including th disapparanc o Luciano 
Arruga in 29). Onc th trials ha run thir cours, ornsic tams nishd xhu-
mations, and mmorials to th ictims and thos ho struggl or justic ha n 
ddicatd, ill Argntina continu to ha th porul ntor o human rights
adocats to challng ongoing auss, or ill human rights iolations  sn as con-
nd to th past?

11. Conclusions

Ts critiqus, raisd  thos  intrid, ar orth closr xamination and ha 
undoutdl changd ith th lction and prsidnc o Mauricio Macri. Also orth 
xploring urthr is th dgr to hich th actors o socialization, changing rlations -
tn th stat, organizations and socit, and th roadr contxt ha actuall changd 
th attituds and haiors o Argntins. Erthing  ha rportd hr is asd on 
intris ith indiiduals inold in Argntin gornmntal and nongornmntal 
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human rights groups in Bunos Airs and La Plata. Tr ma  r dirnt is 
hld  othrs in th momnt, stat or socit. Furthr stud could xplor hich pr-
cptions ar most idl hld and in hat sctors [3].

Dspit ths concrns, thos intrid agrd that th orall dirction o rights 
adocac in Argntina is orhlmingl positi. W concur. W ha rpatdl usd 
th mtaphor o sismic shit, ut arthquas ar th rsult o prssur uilding or 
tim. In this cas, that orc as a tirlss group o adocats or truth, justic and mm-
or: strong, rsilint, rlntlss actiists—mostl omn.
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13.1. Nongornmntal Human Rights Organizations in Argntina

1. AMNISÍA INERNACIONAL SECCIÓN ARGENINA
2. ASAMBLEA PERMANENE POR LOS DERECHOS HUMANOS
3. ASAMBLEA PERMANENE POR LOS DERECHOS HUMANOS LA PLAA
. ASOCIACIÓN ABUELAS DE PLAZA DE MAYO
5. ASOCIACIÓN DE EX-DEENIDOS DESAPARECIDOS
6. ASOCIACIÓN MADRES DE PLAZA DE MAYO
7. ASOCIACIÓN MADRES DE PLAZA DE MAYO - LÍNEA FUNDADORA
8. ASOCIACIÓN MIGUEL BRU


